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Memberships  
 

Memberships are now due for the 2011

-2012 year.  Please send your dues 

($15.,00 individual, $17.50 family and 

affiliate) to Treasurer, Terri Post and an 

Email to  Barb Pershing with your current 

address, phone number and email so 

that the information on the membership 

rooster is correct. 

Well I am sure it doesnǭt matter where you live this summer but I bet you can 

say ǰWowieǱ itǭs hot!  Its been just brutal during the past 50 days or so.  I hope 

everyoneǭs air conditioning has kept up with keeping your violet room cool, I 

have heard a few unfortunate stories, violets donǭt take to 100 degrees to well. 

I want to let everyone know of something that we voted and approved at the 

Spring Meeting.  As you know Joplin, MO was hit by a terrible tornado this 

spring.  While many worthwhile efforts were directed towards the human suf-

fering of the many people displaced in the city, it was brought to our attention 

there was a need for the hundreds of displaced pets as well.  I am happy to tell 

you that we Missouri Valley members stepped forward and donated $100 towards 

the purchase of food for the pets of that area.  Thank You all, we certainly did 

the right thing.  

I am finding it harder and harder to secure a hosting affiliate for our Fall Shows 

and Sales.  With that in mind the Executive Committee discussed the possibility 

of finding a central location and not asking a local affiliate to host the event but 

to do all of the work ourselves.  This is something that is worth thinking about 

for the future and is not something that would be for sure and would take time 

to research.  I am not saying there is a decision made, all I am saying is that itǭs 

something worth talking about.  With such a large territory it also would make 
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It so that on average most members would be traveling about the same distance.  Until this research 

is completed we will continue on as we always have. 

At this time  I am looking for up to three members that would be willing to serve on a search com-

mittee, and the thought was to look in the Kansas City area first.  What we would be looking for is a 

longer contract with a hotel, maybe three years instead of just one to see if any discounts would be 

available.  If you find interest in helping the council out and would enjoy doing this research please 

contact me soon so that we can move ahead. 

This issue of the newsletter contains everything you will need to have and know so that you can 

attend the Fall Show and Sale in Omaha.  The group in Nebraska has been working hard to prepare a 

very attractive show.  I have heard that the marketing and publicity chairman has really put together 

some extensive and effective marketing items around the city.   What does that mean, it means there 

is a lot of promises of many violets to come and see.  So please do what you can to bring plants and 

entries.  All that you can do to help is really appreciated and needed. 

Please make plans to come and participate in the Fall Show in Omaha!!   Many people are busy 

preparing for your trip, please come and visit good friends, and view the wonderful show!!  

 

Randy 

 

 

 

Terry and Andrea Soergel, 2558. N. Clairborn 

Wichita, KS  67226, email: 3boat@cox.net 
 

Welcome Soergels, we look forward to meeting you hope that you enjoy our council as much as we do.   
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THINK  IT'S FUNGUS? LOOK AT THE ROOTS 

 BARB PERSHING 

Look at the roots.  If a plant looks sick - wilted outer leaves, overall in a slump - look at the roots.  

There are four genus of fungus that cause root rot in African violets.  The one we most likely see is 

what we commonly call crown rot or root rot, probably caused by the fungus Phytophthora .   It 

will likely affect one or two plants - usually on the same light stand/wicking tray and in just a few 

days the plant goes limp and is beyond saving.  The plant must be removed and destroyed quickly.  

If caught quickly, removing  the roots and restarting the crown may save this plant (but isolate it 

until you are sure it is OK).   
 

I have had an up close and revealing look at the fungus Phythium .  The problem was first observed 

last fall with mushy outer leaves, but the crowns still looked OK and the plants continued to 

bloom.  I am not certain but I think this problem may have started quite some time before that, as 

I threw out all of my trailers about a year ago, and, looking back, I am sure they had symptoms of 

Pythium  root rot.  I didn't have any show plants last fall, which I thought was due to lack of attention,  

but now I wonder.  As the fall and winter went on, I removed more mushy leaves and my big 

plants kept getting smaller but they were still blooming.   Upon examination, the roots were dying.  

I attempted to restart crowns and put down leaves; the crowns made  no new roots and they collapsed  

and the leaves rotted.   No one seemed to be able to help me with the diagnosis. By the time I decided  

I had to find a solution, most of the plants in my collection were affected.   I sent a plant to the  Iowa  

State University Extension Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic for evaluation (cost was $20 plus postage).  

I received a reply in about a week:  "The sample presented signs and symptoms of a fungus -

like  organism called Pythium ssp."  There are many species of Pythium  fungus and I had one or 

more species of this fungus in my plants.   I immediately researched this fungus and found out a 

lot more than I can include in this article! (See an upcoming article in the AVM).   
 

I found that Pythium  spp. (there are over 100 species of Pythium but only three or four affect African 

violets)  is found worldwide and in all soil types and is probably the most common plant pathogen 

associated with root diseases of potted plants. "The virulence varies according to the susceptibility 

and nutritional status of the host, the amount of moisture and oxygen in the root zone and the 

species of Pythium ."  

Pythium   generally damages the root area most extensively.  Examination of the root tips early 

in the  infection will show only dead tips and rot of the small feeder roots.  The roots appear water

-soaked and the outer portion of the root easily sloughs off.  Since the roots cannot absorb as 

much water when they are infected, the tops of the infected plants wilt and the soil becomes water

-logged.  Eventually, the root ball will show all brown, dead roots and the crown will become 

stunted and the plant eventually dies.  One of the things that makes this difficult to identify is that 

it doesn't cause the same symptoms in every plant and each species of Pythium  may show different  

symptoms.  
   

How did it spread to the entire collection?  My hands were excellent vectors for spreading the fungus  

as I groomed and removed wilted leaves and then went to other plants.  The reservoir water could 

have helped spread the fungus.  It could have been in the potting mix from improper storage.  I 

haven't had fungus gnats but I read that they can spread fungus as they feed on the roots. It may 

have been around my plant area, other plants, or brought in from outside. The fungus could have 

been dormant; just waiting  for the optimum conditions - temperature, over -fertilization, water 

retention of the potting mix or a  combination of causes.  
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If you have never had a problem with Pythium  or other fungus, be proactive.  Cleanliness and sani-

tation  are essential.  Surface clean and disinfect all surfaces - tools, trays, equipment that will 

contact the potting mix.  Cover and store potting mix in an area that will not be contaminated.  DO 

NOT contaminate  your potting area with gloves, pots, or even vegetables that have come in from 

your garden.  Reevaluate cultural practices that may result in excess water or fertilizer.  Prevention  

is the key.  

  

What to do if an infestation occurs?  Bring out the big guns - fungicides.  Since there are several 

fungus  that cause root rot in African violets, it is advisable to use a fungicide that lists them: 

Phytophthora, Pythium, Rhizoctonia and Fulsarium.    Choose a fungicide that contains 

etridiazole+thiophanage methyl, etridiazole, or mefenoxam.  Now for the downside of  

fungicide selection --  you can't buy this at the local nursery!  The product I chose is called 

BanRot, which I ordered online - and a 2# container of wettable powder cost $85.  (It only takes 

about 1/2 teaspoon to 1 gallon of water poured through the soil as a drench).   I knew I had 

Pythium fungus in my collection and most likely in my potting area and if I wanted to continue 

to grow African violets, I had to do something drastic. (How many plants could I buy for that 

$85?)    By the time I had the diagnosis, it had spread to almost all of the plants.  I did the first 

treatment around the first of June and have repeated the treatment at four week intervals.  I 

was able to save some, but it is slow going.  I had to throw out all of the leaves I had tried to 

start and the plants that had the least amount of root damage are beginning to come around.  I 

would not have been able to save them without the fungicide.  I am going to continue to use 

this fungicide on all plants as a preventative and hope to never have this problem again!!! (2# 

of BanRot should last a loooong time!)  

 

For everyone who has never had this problem - be proactive.  Check the roots of your plants 

frequently and get rid of or carefully isolate plants that show any sign of root rot.  Be vigilant 

in keeping your growing and potting area clean.  

Pythium root rot  Dead waterlogged roots from Pythium fungus  
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      November 5 -6, 2011 

                   Kansas City, Missouri  

African Violet Club of Greater Kansas City  

61
st 

Annual Show and Sale  

Saturday, November 5
th 

 - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Sunday, November 6 
th 

 - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Loose Park Garden Center  

51
st 

Street & Wornall Road  

Kansas City, MO 

Information:  Fred & Pat Inbody  

816-373-6915 

E-mail:  kskd1@juno.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Susan Hapner  Best In Show     Country Romance  

    2nd Best In Show & Best Mini   Persian Prince  

    2nd Best Std.     Lone Star Helen Mahr  

    2nd & 3rd Best Mini    Jolly Orchid    

    Best Semi-mini     Country Romance  

    Best St. Louis Mimi Collection   Persian Prince, Jolly Orchid and  

           Opt. Little Crystal  

    Best Ardath Miller Hybrid  

    2 Best In Sections   

    Horticulture Sweepstakes Ǩ22 Blue Ribbons  

 

    Metropolitan St. Louis AVC  

        Show & Sale ŅBee Happy With Violetsņ 

  June 11 -  12, 2011 

Judges:  Linda Hall  

    Kent Stork  

    Randy Deutsch 

Continued on next page 
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Fran Russom  2nd Best Standard     Rhapsodie Clementine  

    Best Trailer      Pixie Blue  

    Horticulture Runner -Up   21 Blue  

    Best Terrarium  

    Best Design  

    Best Container Garden  

    Best Interpretative Flower Arrangement -Small 

    Best Interpretive Plant Arrangement  

    Design Sweepstakes    8 Blue, 6 BIC 

    4 Best in Section  

 

Marsha Gustafson   2nd Best Standard     Nessǭ Cranberry Swirl 

    AVSA Best Collection -Large  Emerald City, Funamblue and  

                  Royal Viking  

    AVSA Best Collection -Small  Pewter Bells, Nessǭ Cranberry Swirl 

                  And Rainbowǭs Regal Riot 

    Best St. Louis Std. Collection   Glacier Ice, Buckeye Cranberry  

                  Sparkler  

    1 Best in Section  

 

Carol Brown    Best Species     No. 7  

    1 Best in Section  

 

Margie Woods   Best Other Gesneriad    Golumnea Fujiyama  

    2 Best in Sections  

 

Gary Dunlap    Design Sweepstakes Runner Up   8 blues, 1 BIC 

 

Mary Mahen    1 Best in Section  

 

Nancy Amelung    1 Best in Section  

 

Elizabeth Mitchell              Membership Table  

 

Barbara  Jacobs   Education Table  

 

     Design by Gary Dunlap  

 

Affiliates remember MVAVC offers a 1 year membership 

to the horticulture sweepstakes winner at your local 

show.  Send the winnerǭs information to the membership 

chairperson, Barb Pershing, 8134 Buckridge, Cedar Falls, 

IA 50613, or email to: barbara.pershing@uni.edu  
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If you missed the spring meeting in Winfield you missed a good one.  The attendance at the 
meeting was low but that didnüt keep us from having a good time.  The Wichita club did an  
excellent job in securing us a very nice meeting place.  As Patty said Winfield is a very pretty 
little town.   Some of the highlights were:  
 Joyce Stock presented a  power point design program on pave û so look for some 
 pave designs at the Omaha show.  
 
 Election of officers for the next two years (see their picture on page 6)  
 
 John Carter presented AVSA awards to both Barbara Pershing and Joyce Stock as they 
 were  unable to attend the Philadelphia convention.  
 
 And I canüt miss mentioning the lunch, Subway sandwiches and deserts.  I can tell you 
 the Wichita people sure can bake.  
 
 The group voted to send a donation to the Joplin Humane Society to help the animals 
 hurt and displaced by the tornado.  I delivered  checks and cash for $150.00 on Monday 
 morning and it was received with a grateful thank you.  I didnüt go past the office, I was 
 afraid I would be tempted to adopt another animal and my husband will tell you that I 
 have enough animals now.  
 
 
 
 

 
OMAHA  SCHEDULE 

 

Hopefully everyone finally got a copy of the Omaha Schedule,  Iüm sorry it took so many tries 
but I am not a computer whiz, I do all right as long as it does what I want but if it doesnüt well 
you see the results.  My file said it was a PDF but it wasnüt going out as one, canüt explant that.  

Francis Kilpatrick,  Fern Hildinger, Judy Carter,  
Sherry and Mark Whitmer.  

Kent Stork and Terri Post  
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