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Presidentds Messageeée

Again as we work ourselves though another winter we look for some relie f.
It sure seems this winter tops any other that we can remember. The company

| work for has 12 distribution centers all across the country and we have
never seen as many days closed due to weather as what we have experienced

this winter. One really danewhat Dallas n €
went through for Super Bowl we e k
this year.

| hope all of the ice and snow has not caused any power outages etc that
may have caused your violets harm, although | have talked with a few
members who have mentioned that the extra cold has caused their violets
to maybe stand still a bit more this winter in their development. But of

course we have made it through the
we should be able to look forward to a change, and perhaps the ground
hog was correct and spring is neatr.

Next up of course is the many spring shows put on by our affiliates. Most
of our affiliates have their spring shows beginning in.late February and
last through the month of June; | hope you will help them out by supporting
and attending these shows.

| hope many of you are also planning to make the trip‘to the AVSA National

Convention in Cherry Hill, New Jersey (the Philadelphia area). Missouri
Valley always has a great showing at the national convention., Please join
me in congratulating our own Linda Hall, she will be installed as the new

AVSA President in New Jersey.

Also please keep in mind that our own MVAVC Spring Meeting will be here
before you know it also. Patty Daniels and her group have been busy
making plans to host our group in Winfield, Kansas which is about 35
miles south and east of Wichita. The meeting date is set for June 26 ™.
Please look for other details found in this newsletter. | know Joyce and
Patty are working very hard on a very informative and entertaining program
for us. Patty also mentioned that Winfield does have several nice hotels if
you plan to stay overnight.

And of course, please keep in mind that the MVAVC Fall Sale and Show
will be held in Omaha this year. | know Joyce and B J are already well
down the road with their plans and hope for a good number of members
to come join them.

Thanks for all of your time and efforts into making MVAVC a great bunch
of people to know and work with,

Randy


mailto:kents@futuretk.com
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On the internet group AVinternational a new grower ask a question regarding a violet that a friend

had that has hanging babies. He was intrigued by the plant and would try to get a leaf from it but

would like to know what type of violet it was. The replies were very varied. It could be an Alsobia

or an Episcia and you probably couldnét get a
strawberry begonia. It was a trailer, the original Saint Paulia species trailer had runners that hung

down and you could cut off a runner and start another plant.- Therefore, if it was a trailer the plant

must be one of the original trailing type. Some suggested that the shoots or runners wer e fibas|

that sometimes form on single crown pl ant s. |
that they were quite interesting. As suggested you can cut off the basket and place in potting mix
and it will form a new plant much as a -ns.uClaksdica-. S

tion should disqualify the plant the same as it would for a sucker. If the plant gets by classification,
the judges should not judge the plant. So even though they are interesting, remove the basket be-
fore showing the plant or perhaps include it on the educational table. What would your answer be to
this question o6what is this planto.

Well since we are on the internet several people have ask about First Classwhat is it, where do you
get it and what is it for. Letbébs take the what
Class and the purpose of it. To be fair most of the questions came from international people. First
Class is a great tool, you can check descriptions, see pictures, gather information from the hybridizer, to

the AVSA registration number and date when it was registered. There is also a section that you can
add additional information and you can add descriptions and pictures of violets that you may have

that are not listed. If you sell plants, you can print information including pictures so that you can label

your plants. Much easier than writing out the labels like we use to have to do. You can purchase

the program on CD from AVSA for $27.50 and up dates can be obtained by downloading from the
program for $11.00 per year.

I f you dondét have First Class consider purchasi |
entering plants in a show since you can check the description of your plants and make sure that you
have them named correctly. This will help with the entry section of your show.

Sorry | dondét have the names of these plants b
AVSA Convention in Denver, Colorado. I wasnot
names where | could find it, but they are still pretty to look at.
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Growing Sinningias as Show Plants
Dale Martens

| prefer to start out my show plants as "naked" tubers, not tip cuttings.  The following is for growing
miniature show plants, not micro -miniatures which take about 3-1/2 months to get a show plant
from newly sprouted tubers

| do not simply want a miniature sinningia in bloom for a show. | want a mature, fully developed
plant in full bloom. | want the leaves as large as they are genetically programmed to be and | want
the most flowers per stem the particular hybrid or species can produce.

At 5-1/2 months before a show, | remove the top of a miniature sinningia, all the roots, and wash
the tuber. | leave about half an inch of old stem on the tuber. Put the tuber in a zip lock baggie
with moist, not soaking wet vermiculite or a combination of vermiculite and New Zealand sphagnum
moss. The baggie should have tube light available to stimulate the tuber to create a new shoot.
It takes about 4 -1/2 months for a newly sprouted tuber to become a show plant. This gives your
Clean tuber a month to sprout.

At 4-1/2 months before a show, | place a newly sprouted tuber on top of the soil of a shallow tray, a
5 inch squatty pot, or saucer with holes in the bottom. | may put 3 to 5 tubers in a saucer. Add
just a bit of soil around the sides of the tubers, but not on top of the tubers.  The tubers begin to
make more and larger leaves. After about a month's time on the saucer, | take a tuber and remove
the bottom 2 to 4 leaves and pot the tuber in its "show pot" which is usually a 3 ounce, plastic Solo
bathroom cup. Careful not to remove any roots the tuber has made. | put a wick in the pot plus |
put about 3/4 of an inch of fine perlite in the bottom, add soil, and then add the tuber. This time
cover the tuber with soil and the bottom row of leaves must be barely above the rim of the cup...not
1/2 an inch above, just barely above...perhaps ever so slightly resting on the rim. ~ If there are any
buds, they are snipped off at this time. In fact, | snip off all buds for the next two months.

At 2-1/2 months before a show, it's time to let the plant begin blooming. If the plant has grown too
large for the 3 ounce plastic cup, then | carefully place it in a 3 inch pot, only | remove the bottom
two leaves and pot the plant lower in the pot. This really stabilizes the plant. Try not to disturb the
root system.

Turn the plant one quarter turn at least
every week. You may trim the leaves if
there is any browning on the edges, but
keep in mind the shape of the leaf.

| use two different brands of non -urea,
orchid fertilizers with trace minerals: 20-
10-20 and 20-14-13. I'm especially skittish
about very high bloom fertilizers for
miniature sinningias because | once used
a high bloom African violet fertilizer (with

50 as its middle number) and it burned

the centers of my mini-Sinningias




¢ize Does Matter

By Bob Green.
Reprinted from the Dixie News
Smaller arrangements have become increasingly popular in our shows. | am talking about miniature,
small, and those over eight inches. AVSA gives a scale of points for interpretive arrangements and a
definition for smal.l arrangements (those not exc

At the AVSA Raleigh Convention/Show this year, there were no interpretive flower and plant arrangements

(66 in all) over 18 or 190 in height. There wer
classes with niches 160x160x120; two classes wi
niches 60x60x60; one class staged freestanding

200x160x16. 0 Most of those 66 designs were stage
personally would like to see AVSA provide definitions for not only small arrangements, but also for

mi ni atur e, and those over ei ght i nches. AMIi ni at
di mension, and those over eight inches would be f
over 2006 in any dimension might be arbitrarily c
over so many inches in any dimension, 0 we shoul d

Creating a smaller arrangement does not merely mean that you put some smaller African violet blossoms
or plants in a smaller container, and back the blossoms or plant with line material. You must insure that
the blossoms or blooming plant, and other materials used are all smaller in their own spheres, and that
your entire arrangement is really a design on a smaller scale.

A smaller arrangement is composed of smaller sized plant material naturally smaller or cut down and
manipulated by the designer) in good proportion to the allotted space of a niche or the dictates of a
show schedule when staged free-standing on a pedestal or some other device. —

T
Scale is of paramount importance in choosing materials for smaller arrangements. The size | %’ﬁ: 1
of any container used should determine the height and width of the arrangement, as well |
as that of blossoms and other materials (plant or man -made). As a general rule, an -
arrangement should be about twice as tall or wide as the container, with the largest blossom
not more than about one -third the size of the container

When looking for plant materials for a smaller arrangement, you will see buds, pods, vine
tendrils, weeds, and terminal shoots of shrubs and tree branches in a new light. Have ,

your container at hand when looking, to compare sizes. Plant materials that by themselves nchri'st; th:”i;' 5o
look small may be too large for your container. Only small amounts of plant materials or Upper Pinellas
man-made materials are needed for smaller arrangements. Crowding destroys distinction, VS Show

and excess obscures detalil.

Like all interpretive arrangements, a smaller arrangement needs some mechanic to hold plant or man-
made materials in place. | use the tiniest pinhol
| use a tiny piece of Oasis or floral clay and stuff it down into the container. | also use hot glue and

liquid Oasis floral adhesive.

Continued on page 5
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Small vases, tops of cosmetic bottles, small shells, and acorn caps are examples of useful containers.
You can also make small containers from Sculpey, modeling clay, or dough. The made containers
may be painted with acrylic paint to suit your color scheme.

Accessories may be incorporated into smaller arrangements very well; but, they must be small (tiny,
even) and be in proportion and scale to the total arrangement. In many cases, accessories are
necessary in order to interpret a specific class title. When incorporating accessories, however, one
must guard against depicting a small scene rather than creating a smaller arrangement.

Smaller arrangements may also be made without using a container. You may use just a small pin-
holder to hold the line material, and then secure your blooming small plant by impaling the rootball

into the pinholder with a wooden floral pick, or securing your blossoms and any other materials
(plant or man-made) to the line material with hot glue or liquid Oasis floral adhesive. Of course, you
should camouflage the pinholder in some way so that it cannot be seen.

Because smaller arrangements require far |l ess m
in any di mensi on) , donodt think that they are e
smaller the arrangement, the more difficult it is to create. Smaller arrangements leave very little

room for artistic embellishment, and take more time, extreme patience, and a steadier hand. In larger
arrangements, you might get by with inexact proportion and scale; not so in smaller arrangements,

since any such discrepancy will be greatly apparent. It is best to become adept at creating the larger
arrangements before undertaking your hand at making the smaller arrangements. It took me several

years of doing the larger arrangements, before | felt comfortable doing the smaller ones.

Jolly Jubilee
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Missouri Valley African Violet Council

Actual YTD
Revenues YTD Budget  Variance
Sales 3,081.72 3,000.00 81.72
Auction 812.00 400.00 412.00
Awards 555.00 550.00 5.00
Fall Show Registration 1,020.00 900.00 120.00
Fall Show Banquet 1,537.00 1,000.00 537.00
Fall Judge's School 130.00 100.00 30.00
Dues 1,077.00 1,100.00 (23.00)
Interest - 25.00 (25.00)
Total Revenues 8,212.72 7,075.00 1,137.72
Expenses
Insurance 234.00 250.00 16.00
Dues/Fees 35.00 35.00 -
Spring Meeting 210.00 210.00 -
Fall Show Expenses 1,957.69 2,000.00 42.31
Fall Banquet Expenses 1,501.60 600.00 (901.60)
Sales 2,483.88 2,315.00 (168.88)
Fall Judge's School 48.30 115.00 66.70
Awards 770.00 650.00 (120.00)
Donations 100.00 900.00 800.00
Newsletter -
Total Expenses 7,340.47 7,075.00 (265.47)
Net Revenues over Expenses 872.25 - 872.25

Income Statement

For the period ended 1/31/11

Missouri Valley African Violet Council

Balance Sheet

1/31/2011
ASSETS:
Checking Account 7,777.19
Security National CD 2,500.00
Security National CD 3,470.78
Total ASSETS: ____13,747.97
LIABILITIES:
Deferred Rev-FY12 Awards 185.00
Total Current Liabilities: 185.00
NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted Net Assets 13,562.97
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS: 13,747.97
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Design from the 2008 Tulsa
AVSA Convention
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COMING EVENTS

Metropolitan St Louis African Violet Council's 56th Annual Show and Sale
"BEE HAPPY WITH VIOLETS"
Missouri Botanical Garden, St Louis, Mo.
June 11 and 12, 2011. Hours are 9-5pm both days

For more information contact Fran Russom, franzr@charter.net and ph 314-647-5892 chairman or
Bonnie Russom, brussom@sbcglobal.net and 636300-1395, co-chair.

l 6m sorry to report the death of one of our mem
Rose had been in ill health for some time. However, Rose was a dedicated violet enthusiast and grower.
AVSA awarded Rose the Hudson memorial award for affiliate leadership in 2005.

Jessie Edwards, Esther Edwards Well sé mother has
attending the conventions with Ester and her husband Charles. As you may remember Ester was
president of AVSA some years ago.

Our condolences to their families

Episcia Suomi

Red Bandito
Grown by
Richard Nichols

Design from 2002
Lone Star Convention



