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INSIDE THIS ISSUH:

A Message from your president...

| hope everyone is planning to head to the Des Moines Botanical Center for our
Spring meeting on June 14. We will be most privileged to have as our speaker Elvin
McDonald, who among other accomplishments, founded what is now the Gesneriad
Society in 1951. Do not miss this one! Details on the meeting can be found else-
where in this issue.

For anyone who will be at the meeting, | ask in advance for forgiveness if Joyce and |
seem a little out of it. That is our biggest weekend of the summer, with multiple
weddings and one rather elaborate one. We'll be there in Des Moines, but we may
not be bright and perky!

Several member of the Missouri Valley Council were actively involved in the AVSA
convention in Reno. Because of the location and the current economy, the convention
was smaller than usual, but it was still very nice. The bus tour to, and boat cruise on,
Lake Tahoe on Saturday was wonderful, with absolutely spectacular mountain scen-
ery and the great pleasure of sharing it with so many violet friends.

I hope all your spring shows have gone well, or will go well if not yet done, and that
you will start working on beautiful show plants to enter this fall when we gather in the
Sioux City area.

Thanks in advance to the Des Moines club for hosting our spring meeting and to Terri
Post and Randy Deutsch for their work on the fall convention and show.

And a big thank you to all our MVAVC members for your willingness to pitch in and
help when and where needed these past two years during my term as president. This
is truly a special group of people and I treasure all of you! It's nice to know that we're
in good financial shape and things seem to be working pretty well, so | feel ready to
hand over the reins to our next president, and | wish the best always to the Missouri
Valley Council as we head even further down the road . . .

Thanks again,

Kent

Wedre on th
Www.mvavc.org
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What are your favorite violet tools?

This is a discussions from the on line group avconnection. Here are some of the Items people us-.

S
e _
& Removing suckers For top waterin

A sharpened chop stick, flatten one end and cut a notch Plastic dish detergent bottles
for lifting tiny seedlings Turkey or meat baster
Sharpened pencil Hair coloring applicator bottles, th@nes with The long narrow

Cuticle scissors

Cuticle cutter, the one with the notched metal head

Very small Phillips screwdriver (the very small ones to wo .
on computers)

Sucker plucker (from Cape Cod Violetry)

applicator. Only drawback it needs to be refilled often.
Containers

All types of plastic containers, yogurt cups, butter tubs
and | ots of de lifiyouchecked any of

Cinnamon if a leaf begins to rot, sprinkle it with cinnamon and i our plant rooms you wouldfind lots of these containers.

will keep it from rotting further.

Different size paint brushes and make up brushes for
cleaning your violets.

I have heard of most of the above but the following is new. When repotting often tteger runs out the bottom. Set the pot
on a 46 x 86 sponge to absorb the excess water.

Do you have a favorite tool or trick that you use on your violets? Why not share it with the rest of us.

¢ Show Calendar

Richard and Ann Nicholas from Denton TX are consistent winners at any show that they attend.
on showing at specializes in mini and semiminis and Richard goes for the standards. They have a show calendal
the fall show? that works amazingly well. You can find the calendar listed in the December 2008 issue of the
Then try this Missouri Valley newsletter.

show calendar.

Are ybfj planning

Speaking of the Missouri Valley newsletter, did you know that our newsletter was A >
awarded 3rd prize at The National AVSA Convention in Reno. Congratulations Jq/‘\(

you did good!!

Are You Planning To Sell At The Spring Meetin

If you are planning to sell at the spring meeting, you will need the following information.
A. You may only bring 50 plants to sell. This gives everyone a chance to sell as the sale is only open to
Missouri Valley members and hosting club.

B. You must contact Wayne Watts to reserve a table phone 6&17-2656, email jojewels@netins.net
C. You must bring your own packing material.

D. Percentages are the same as for all MVAVC salesy2th MVAVC, 8% to the grower. All money will be
collected at check out and the Treasurer will issue checks for the sellers portion of the sales.

E. And most important, sales will begin as soon as the sales plants are available and will
continue until lunch time. If time permits, sales will be open after the business meeting for approximatel
30 minutes.


http://search.msn.com/images/results.aspx?q=Cuticle+cutter&FORM=ZZIR33

PAGE MISSOURI VALLEY ERARIVIOLETCOUNCIL

January 30, 2009

Missouri Valley AV Council
Kent Stork

2501 E. 23d Ave. S
Fremont NE 680252478

Dear Members of the Missouri Valley AV Council,

Have you ever counted the ways that the African Violet Society of America is important to you and your club members? Tt
magazine, educational materials and programs, training judges and rewarding quality shows, maintaining the Internationa
Registry of African violets.... the list goes on and on. AVSA provides services to support many club activities as wedl as th
national convention and show.

The Anne and Frank Tinari Endowment Fund, established in 2007, provides a way for AVSA to establish financial security
This endowment fund, properly invested, will provide a steady stream of future income to offset rising costs, reduce the
need for increase in dues, and secure the future of AVSA. The terms and conditions for the Tinari Endowment Fund were
printed in the September 2007 issue of African Violet Magazine (page 5). If you have questions about the fund, please fee
free to contact either of us.

The fund has been growing and the balance is now over $50,000 and more has been pledged. We need to continue to
build the balance before we will be able to take advantage of any of the interest income. The AVSA Board of Directors, Lif
Members and many individuals have already made substantial gifts, and now we are asking affiliate clubs to participate in
this fund-raising effort too.

How can you help?

First, we ask each club to consider making a donation directly to the Tinari Endowment Fund by sending your check or
money order to the AVSA office, 2375 North Street, Beaumont, Texas 77702. We know club treasuries vary, but we hope
your group will consider giving $100, or $500, or more if you can. All donations are recognized in &feican
Violg Magazineand are much appreciated.

Second, we ask that each member join us by considering AVSA in their estate planning. This might be done through a will
or by adding AVSA as a beneficiary to a life insurance policy. The new AVSA Legacy Society, described in the September
2008 AVM, has been created to recognize individuals who make a commitment of at least $1000 through such a bequest.
Those generous supporters wild.l be recognized by their
501(c)(3) organization and, as such, all donations are tax deductible. Please discuss this approach to giving in your next
meeting.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important project!

Joyce Stork Richard Nicholas

President, AVSA Chairman, Tinari Endowment Fund Advancement Committee
kents@tvsonline.net randanicho@aol.com

2501 E. 23rd Ave. S. 3113 Deerfield Dr.

Fremont NE 68025 Denton TX 76208

402-721-1478 940-565-0363

Shown at 2007 Tulsa
Convention



Volume Fvlssue 2 PAGH

009 memberships are due at the spring meeting,

Spring Meeting Information

Sunday, June 14 at the Des Moines Botanical Gardens, Des Moines, |IA

New officers will be elected at the spring meeting.

Barb Pershing has made arrangements for Elvin McDonald, Friends Director at the Botanical Center to be our program
speaker. He will also be our guest at | unch. Mr . NMacDo

Dondét forget to bring a dish for lunch, the Des Moides
prefer, you may make a monetary contribution. Send your contribution to Tammy Taylor, 960 Brentwood Circle

Waukee, |A 50263.

Directions to the Botanical Center are as follows:
If you're 235 Eastbound: Take Exit 8B 6th/Penifi Turn Right on 6th, go to E Grandurn right, go to E 1st Street/Robert Ray
Drive turn right. You'll see the large Botanical Center

If you're 235 WesthoundTake Exit 8B 6th Penn.Turn right on Penn., go to E Universityurn left, go to 6th St turn left, go to
Robert Ray Drive turn right.

The plant sale for MVAVC members and hosting club wildl D
late. Remember the early bird gets the choice violets.

The Board will meet at 11:15. Dinner will be served at 12:00 noon, with the business meeting and program to follow.

Fall Show Information

| Our MVAVC fall show will be held the 25th and 26th of September at the North
Sioux Community Center in North Sioux City, SD (which is part of Sioux City, lo

this is a separate city from Sioux City, lowa. (different states, too).

A block of rooms have been reserved for MVAVC at the COMFORT INN Hotel,
1311 River Drive, North Sioux City, SD 57049. The hotel is located in the sa

parking lot as the Community Center which will make it convenient to walk bac
~ — and forth. MVAVC has a special room rate of $69.99 plus taxes for this event.
The room rate is good as long as you identify yourself as part of Missouri Valle
and is good for nights stayed the 24, 25t, or 26th.

Reservations can be made using the toll free number (874886-6602) or the local number (605232-3366). The hotel
provides a continental breakfast, has an indoor pool and whirlpool, and has refrigerator and microwayé
in each room, and they do allow pets.

For anyone camping there is a KOA just a mile north of the hotel.
Please join the Loess Hills AVS and MVAVC for a fun filled and educational time. Soga?
of the events planned are: FRIDAY, Septembert25Setup, Judging School, Entries arfs
Classification, and the Sales Room. <z

SATURDAY, September 26 Judging of the Show, Sales Room, Show Room Open to
Public, Judges Critique, and the Banquet.

Just make sure that the word oONorth :

al d

l ub

e b

ppe
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Symmetry Discussion From AVinternational

The following discussion from the internet group AVIinternational centered on the question by &
new grower. What factors contribute to symmetry? s it directionality of the light, but what if th
light is directly above and supposedly even, is it genetics?

The following reply is from Dr. Jeff Smith.

In my opinion, plant symmetry is a matter of genetics and culture. There is a definite genetic J
component in that someplants will have nice flat foliage that shapes without any real effort on the
part of grower. Hybridizers have been selectirfigr this trait for generations; this is the type of X
foliage we want in show plants. It actually surprises many outside of the African violet world th
we put such an emphasis on well shaped foliage in our show plants. Many think that overall RSN
plant size and number of blooms are the most important features in a show plant. In contrast tq
our show plants, there are also plenty of other plants out there that shaping their foliage is a real

challenge. Some plants throw leaves out at odd angles and twists and don't have much overall symmetry. While this can be
cultural, I'm certain there is a genetic component to these plants too. If the same cultivar grows badly for several pedpte,
inclined to think the reason is genetic not cultural.

Culture plays a large part, particularly the direction and amount of the light as you mention. With most of us growing plants
under artificial light, we don't have to worry as much about phototropism or plants bending toward the light. Still, it ddes
hurt to give some rotation to your plants under the lights just to even out their exposure and keep the growth even on all
sides.

One thing you may not have noticed regarding culture, is that the size of the leaves can change depending on your growing
conditions. This is most apparent if you have allowed a plant to become stressed by filling up the pot and delaying trartspian

too long. The leaves will be smaller than usual under these conditions. When you do pot up the plant idéoger pot, the

next set of leaves will grow to their maximum size. This can give you rows of smaller versus rows of lemes, spoiling the
symmetry. This is one of the reasons why it is important to gradually pot up a large show plant at regular intervals dusing i
increase in size; this will be the only way to keep the leaves of the same size over several months growth.

Some of the people you would have seen in Reno & scenes

| erema e

Ruth Rumsey &
AV Magazine
Editor
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Designs by B.J. Ohme

3rd Best Design in show. _

Reno at night
from the east
tower, 22nd

floor of the
Golden Nugget



